
Okuma Town ñManabiya Yumenomori and the town's first post-earthquake sports festivalò

 Manabiya Yumenomori, a community education facility built in the Ogawaradistrict of Okuma Town, began operations on 25 August,2023. 

This school, where children aged 0-15 live and learn together, aims to create synergy in nurturing human resources and revitalizing the 

region through its unique education. On 30 September,2023, the children of this school invited the people of the town to a sports festival 

held in the school grounds, the first in the town in 13 years. Some 250 people including children, parents, teachers and local residents

attended the event. Through basketball shooting and other games created by the children, participants deepened their ties to thecommunity.
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 Towards achieving revitalization

1. Revitalization efforts and challenges

(1) Decontamination                           

(2) Current status of the Evacuation-designated Zone and change in evacuee numbers        

(3) Health of Fukushima residents                         

(4) Securing of housing and creating an environment for people to return               

(5) Basic infrastructure                                            

(6) Industry   1. Agriculture                   

      2. Tourism                 

3. Business investment and employment creation                

4. The Fukushima Innovation Coast Framework  I              

     5. Fukushima Institute for Research, Education and Innovation (F-REI  

6. Renewable energy       

(7) Efforts towards decommissioning                                      

(8) Strengthening the countermeasures against harmful rumoursand the fading awareness of the disaster  
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Towards achieving revitalization

Promoting the reconstruction and revitalization of Fukushima to transform it from a 

"disaster affected area" to a "revitalization area"

ᵼP.11

ᵼP.1

ᵼP.12

Prerequisite measures for revitalization
 Promoting safe and steady initiatives

for decommissioning

ᵼP.16

 Promotion of tourismAtmospheric radiation levels    

have significantly dropped

 Promotion of the Fukushima Innovation Coast 

Framework initiatives

Revitalization efforts that have shown great progress

 Development of transportation  

networks such as roads Final disposal of contaminated soil   

outside the Prefecture within 30 years     

after launching the Interim Storage Facility 

Revitalization efforts still in progress
 About 27,000 people     

remain in a state of evacuation

 Export promotion for produce   

grown in Fukushima

It is necessary to flexibly and carefully respond to new challenges which arise as revitalization progresses as well as the 

different issues faced in different areas according to their revitalization progress, and to realize them one at a time.

 Measures against deeply rooted  
harmful rumoursand fading     
memories of the disaster

Responsibly dealing with work related    

to the disposal of ALPS-treated water

ᵼP.1

ᵼP.7

 Passing down the records and lessons of    

the complex disasters to future generations

TEPCOôs Fukushima Daiichi NPS Unit 1
Photo by Fukushima Prefecture

ᵼP.9ᵼP.15

ᵼP.2

ᵼP.17

ᵼP.5

Thanks to the hard work of the residents of Fukushima and the kind support from Japan and abroad, reconstruction has progressed steadily in the 12 years since the 

earthquake and nuclear disaster. Evacuation orders lifted for all of Specified Reconstruction and Revitalization Base Areas, with approval granted for Specified Living 

Areas for Returnees in Okuma and Futaba Towns. Living environments has been improved, and operations have commenced at the newly built school building of 

Manabiya Yumenomoriin Okuma Town.

On the other hand, about 27,000 residents of the prefecture are still living as evacuees (as of Nov. 2023). In addition, the Prefecture is facedwith numerous challenges, 

such as rebuilding the livelihoods of disaster affected residents, population recovery through the return and relocation of residents, revitalization of local industries, 

fighting deeply rooted harmful rumoursand fading memories of the disaster, measures for the contaminated/treated water and decommissioning of the reactors.

 The disparity between the price of Fukushima's 
agricultural, forestry and fisheries products and   
the national average price still remains

National Route 349 (Otsunagi
District in KawamataTown) 
Open to public on 21 March, 2023

Fukushima Robot Test Field

Fukushima Hydrogen 
Energy Research Field

The Great East Japan Earthquake and
Nuclear disaster Memorial MuseumThe Hama Festival in Tokyo 

ᵼP.6
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  Whole area decontamination completed by March 2018 in all areas except for the Difficult-to-Return Zones. Displacement of removed    

soil and waste to the Interim Storage Facility mostly completed by March 2022. Atmospheric radiation levels in the prefecture  

significantly dropped, and are the same as other major cities throughout the world. 

Current 

Status 

Challenges

Municipality led decontamination Excludes difficult-to-return zones 

Environmental radiation dose rate in the 

prefecture and major cities 

Flow of decontamination: Diagram

ṕR5.3 ṇ Ṗ

Decontamination of forests 

in Residential Zones

Decontamination

of homes

Air radiation dose in Fukushima Prefecture

(1) Decontamination

1. Revitalization efforts and challenges

Whole area decontamination completed by March 2018 in all areas except for the Difficult-to-Return Zones. Displacement of removed soil 

and waste to the Interim Storage Facility mostly completed by March 2022. Atmospheric radiation levels in the prefecture signifi cantly 

dropped, and are the same as other major cities throughout the world. 

Completedin Mar. 2018

Area the national government 

conducts decontamination
ṕRedṖ

Area each municipality 

conducts decontamination
ṕYellowṖ

Decontamination

Temporary 

Storage Site

The Interim 

Storage 

Facility

Final disposal site 
(outside of the 

Prefecture)

Decontamination of 

prefectural land has 

been completed 
Location of the Interim Storage Facility

Okuma Town, Futaba Town

Removed soil and waste are stored in the 

Interim Storage Facility for a certain period. 

The final disposal is required by law to be 

completed outside of the Prefecture within 

30 years since the commencement of the 

Interim Storage Facility (By Mar. 2045).

The Interim Storage Facility

12 Apr. ï16 Apr. 2011 7 Apr. ï12 May 2022

Futaba Town

Okuma Town

ü Decontamination and demolition of houses in the Difficult-to return Zone (except for Special Zones 

for Reconstruction and Revitalization)

ü Safe maintenance and operation of the Interim Storage Facility as well as safe and secure transportation of contaminated soil

ü Restoration of the land used for Temporary Storage Sites and returning back the land

ü Final disposal of contaminated soil outside of Fukushima Prefecture

ü Disposal of designated waste newly identified in the prefecture



20 km

Iitate

Village

Katsurao 

Village

Okuma 

Town Tomioka 

Town

Namie 

Town

TEPCOôs

Fukushima

Daiichi NPS

Difficult -to-return Zones with 

evacuation orders in place

Approx.

309

Areaswhere the evacuation 

orders have been lifted

Approx.

841

The Evacuation-designated zone 

covered approx. 2.2% of 

the prefecture

Futaba 

TownRestricted 

Zone

Planned Evacuation 

Zone

TEPCOôs

Fukushima

Daiichi NPS

The Evacuation-designated zone 

coveredapprox. 12% of 

the prefecture

Reduction of 

approx. 80%

*The area of the Evacuation-Designated Zone includes the former Emergency Evacuation Preparation Zone.

Emergency Evacuation 

Preparation Zone

20 km

30 km

Ễ

Municipalities Rate of residents

HironoTown 90.6Ṿ

Tamura City (Miyakoji

District)
86.0%

KawauchiVillage 82.8%

NarahaTown 66.9%

MinamisomaCity 

(OdakaDistrict)
62.7%

KawamataTown

(YamakiyaDistrict)
50.7%

KatsuraoVillage 36.4%

Iitate Village 32.5%

TomiokaTown 19.6%

NamieTown 13.9%

Okuma Town 6.0%

Futaba Town 1.8%

Transition of the Evacuation-Designated Zones 

Areas within the Difficult-to-return Zone where residence would have been restricted into 

the future but was made possible when evacuation orders were lifted. Established in 6 towns 

and villages in the prefecture, where evacuation orders were lifted from June 2022 to 

November 2023.

Specified Reconstruction and Revitalization Bases Area(SRRBA) 

A zone established outside of SRRBA in the Difficult-to-Return Zone to help residents 

return to their homes and rebuild their lives,  stipulated by the revision of the Act on 

Special Measures for the Reconstruction and Revitalization of Fukushima of June 2023.  

Specified Living Areas for Returnees (SLAR)

Proportion of residents in the 12 municipalities 

of the evacuation areas 

Restricted Zone

Approx.
1,600

Planned Evacuation 

Zone

Emergency Evacuation Preparation 

Zone

Ẋ

Transition of  evacuees: Earthquake, Tsunami, NPS accident 

Source: Fukushima Prefectural Disaster Response Headquarters 

- Immediate report on the damage situation caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011

(2) State of Designated Evacuation Zones and Changes in Number of Evacuees

ủAs of 23 Apr. 2011 ủAs of 26Dec. 2023 

SZRR

(Evacuation orders lifted)  

( As of 31 Oct. 2023 )

Challenges

Improvement of living environment has led to the lifting of evacuation orders, reducing the areas under evacuation orders from 

approximately 12% to 2.2% of the entire prefectural landscape. Approximately 27,000 evacuees remain inside and outside of 

the prefecture. 

ü Improvements of infrastructure and living environment in SRRBA tailored to the actual circumstances of each region  
ü Thorough decontamination and other efforts aimed for early lifting of evacuation orders in SLAR
ü Maintaining a support system and consultation services for evacuees
ü Creation of an environment for people to returnthat includes shopping, healthcare and welfare, education, transportation, 

 and wildlife damage control
ü Lifting of evacuation orders to the whole area of the Difficult-to-return Zone

Current 

Status 



(3) Health of Fukushima residents ễ

Fukushima Global Medical Science Center 

ḱHealth indices in Fukushima have been lower than the national average   

since the disaster; as such, the Prefecture will take measures to promote  

the health of residents focusing on the three pillars of food, exercise, and 

social participation. This is so that everyone can review their lifestyle and 

improve their physical fitness while getting to know and understand their health.
ḱLaunch of "KenkouFukushima (Health Fukushima) Portal Site", an informational 

platform concerning health promotion.
ḱRelease of "Fukushima Kenmin(Healthy Citizen) App" to promote better lifestyle for better health.

ṥBasic SurveyṦḱExternal exposure doses were estimated for a 4-month period immediately after the nuclear accident to 

                             11 Jul. 2011, based on a self-administered questionnaire. 

                             ḱResults of estimate on external exposure dose (All citizens surveyed) Ratio of dose from 0 to 2mSv accounts for 93.8% of all.

An overview of Fukushima Health Management Survey

Development of a hub for cutting-edge radiological research and medical care & fostering of human resources in medical fields

Health & Longevity Fukushima 

Conference Panel Discussion 
Fukushima Healthy App

Base for supporting the revitalization of 

Fukushima on the medical front

Thyroid examination 

(Ultrasound imaging diagnostics) 

School of Health Sciences  

Fukushima Medical University

Fukushima Medical Device 

Development Support Centre

Training medical professionals 

responsible for local medical care.

Promotion of the domestic medical equipment industry 

and improving medical skills through training.

Fukushima KoriyamaFukushima

The Projects for a Long and Healthy Life 

(Primary Examination) Ultrasonography

(Confirmatory Examination) Advanced ultrasonography, blood test,etc.

*Preliminary Baseline Screening: FY2011-FY2013 Full-scale Thyroid Screening: FY2014-

 It covers residents of Fukushima Prefecture aged 18 years and younger at the time of the disaster.ₒDetailed Survey

(Thyroid Ultrasound Examination)ₓ

ü Reducing the residentsó concerns about the healtheffects of radiation
ü Educating the next generation through child health promotion programs
ü Support for securing medical and caregiving professionals, as well as facility operations, etc
ü Increasing cancer screening rates

ü The number (or rate) of people with metabolic syndrome, child obesity is high, compared with the national average 
ü Extending peopleôs healthy life expectancy by encouraging a healthy lifestyle

Challenges

In light of the effects of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the nuclear disaster, cutting-edge research and medical institutes 

such as Fukushima Global Medical Science Center at Fukushima Medical University have been established to promote 

initiatives focused on health and longevity and conduct Fukushima Health Management Survey.

Current 

Status 



(4) Re-establishing the living environment for people to return and relocate Ệ

Ợ Shopping facilities Ợ Educational facilitiesỢ Medical and caregiving servicesỢ Revitalization Public Housing 

TomiokaTown: Futaba Medical 

Center-affiliated Hospital 

Ẋ וֹףּ ( וֹ )

ṡ ṇ ︡שּ Ṣ

Established on July 1, 2021  in order to facilitate relocation and permanent 

settlement in the 12 municipalities affected by evacuation orders resulting from 

the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station Accident, this organisation

engages in public projects better suited for wider-area collaboration and supports 

policies to promote relocation implemented by the aforementioned municipalities. 

︡שּ 12

ṇ
︡

Examples of facilities having been built

Efforts in evacuation areas to promote relocation

Fukushima Prefecture's Relocation Support Centre for 12 Municipalities "Future Work Fukushima", an information website 

for relocation

Website serving as an information hub on relocation to the 12 

municipalities in the prefecture, presenting job opportunities, 

living conditions and unique characteristics of each region.

Okuma Town:

Manabiya Yumenomori
Okuma Town: Okumart, Hot Okuma, 

and Linkru Okuma complex facilities 

Futaba Town:

Disaster public housing

NamieTown:

Roadside-Station "Namie"

Futaba Town:
Futaba Town Clinic 

Development of living environment such as public housing, commercial, medical and caregiving facilities in evacuation areas 

progressed for people to return and relocate. 

Iwaki City: Iwasaki housing complex
MinamisomaCity: OdakaIndustrial 

Technology and Commerce High School

ü Creating an environment where the disaster-affected and evacuees can rebuild their lives securely

ü Continuing to provide consultation regarding housing and rebuilding of livelihoods, as well as looking after residents, providing support  

       for everyday life and community building

ü Providing a comprehensive medical and caregiving system based on the needs of residents

ü Further promotion of distinctive and engaging education

ü Encouraging people from outside the Prefecture to relocate and settle down as well as increasing the number of people visiting the Prefecture

ñRelocation Seminar at Future Work Fukushimaò

Challenges

Current 

Status 



(5) Basic infrastructure ệ

Starting construction work 100% Completion 99% ₒAs of 30 Nov. 2023 x

Reconstruction work

ṥ The Areas Ṧ

National Route 399 (Iwaki City Jumonji

construction section) 

In service as of September 17, 2022Ḳ
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ṕ*1Ṗ

*1 Reconstruction work for public infrastructure facilities of the prefecture damaged by the   

Great East Japan Earthquake. 

*2 The Evacuation-Designated Zones include Difficult-to-return Zones, former Restricted  

Residence Zones, and former  Preparation Areas for Lift of Evacuation Orders.  

National Route 349 (Otsunagi

District in KawamataTown) 

In service as of March 21, 2023

99% of the initiated reconstruction projects related to the damages caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake has been 

completed, while the Fukushima Reconstruction Roads and other integral projects to the revitalization are underway.

Transportation networks such as roads

ṥThe regionsṦ 

0% 50% 100%

Coastal 1,597

Central 535

Aizu          26 Completion 100.0Ṿ

Completion 100.0Ṿ

Completion 99.6Ṿ

ṕ*2Ṗ

Percentage of completion
   100%  ӸӸӸ  Port and harbors, Fishing port, Sewage,  

Park, Public housing, Bridge, 

Sand erosion control, Road
About  99%  ӸӸӸRiver

About  98% ӸӸӸ   Coast   

There are 372 disaster recovery projects that were determined through 

assessment. All of them (100%) have started construction, and 367 sites 

(98%) have been completed. Construction plans in Difficult-to-return Zone 

will be adjusted with the progress of the decontamination work conducted 

by the national government.

ṥEvacuation-Designated ZonesṦ

ü Reconstruction of public works facilities and coasts in the Difficult-to-return Zone

ü Development of the Fukushima Reconstruction and Revitalization road, 

      development of roads in the 12 municipalities where evacuation orders had been issued

2

3

4

5

6

78

22 construction sections on 8 roads (total 29 construction sections) in service 
ṕ As of Mar. 2023 Ṗ

Under 

construction

As of Mar. 2023

In service

As of Mar. 2023

Major arterial

Inter regional

Community road

Within 3 km radius 

from Fukushima 

Daiichi Nuclear 

Power Station

1. Rt. 114 

2. Rt. 288

3. Rt. 349

4. Rt. 399 

5. Haramachi- KawamataRoute

6. OnahamaRoute

7. Ono-TomiokaRoute

8. Yoshimada-TakineRoute

Fukushima Reconstruction 

Road (8 Route)
Kunimi Atsukashino Sato

Date no Sato Ryozen

Soma

Kawamata

Soma 

Yamakami IC

Soma 

Tamano IC

Tohoku Central Expressway  R115

Datekoori IC

Koori JCT

Soma IC
Ryozen IC

Ryozen Iitate IC
Iitate Town 

Madeikan

Roadside 

station 

MinamisomaIC

Minamisoma

Adachi

Fukushima-Towa 

Sakura no Sato

Ashihara
YagisawaMizuzakai

Yamakiya 1

Kotsunagi Bypass
Haramachi-

Kawamata 

Route

Yamakiya 2

Yamakiya 3

Otsunagi 2

Otsunagi 1

Kunugidaira

Niidate 

Namie 

Expansion 1 

Namie  

Expansion 2 
Murohara  

Expansion

Naraha

Hirono

Odaka

Line, etc.

Port of Soma

Funehiki Bypass

Miharu Nishi Bypass Nogami Yamakami

Tamano-Yu 

Nogami Kotsuka 

Ojiroi

Towata

Jumonji

Yoshimada

Gomaisawa 1

Nishinouchi

Takatsudo

Hirata

Tamakawa

Namie

Furudono

KinosatoTen-ei

YotsukuraPort

Hanawa

Hirose

Gomaisawa 2

Ono-Tomioka

Route

Yoshimada-Takine Route

(Ono-Tomioka Route)

Port of 

Onahama

Onahama Route

NamieIC

Joban Futaba IC

Okuma IC

Joban TomiokaIC

NarahaSIC

HironoIC

Ono IC

Iwaki JCT

Iwaki YumotoIC

Iwaki NakosoIC

FunehikiMiharu IC

Koriyama JCT

Targeted route of project
(Fukushima Reconstruction Road) 
Areas in need for work 
(Fukushima Reconstruction Road) 

Major interchanges and junctions 

Roadside stations

Difficult -to-return Zone 

Yabuki IC 

tentative name)

OdakaSIC

Challenges

Current 

Status 

Fukushima Reconstruction Roads are 

main arteries connecting areas with 

evacuation order lifted and surrounding 

urban districts to expedite the process 

of reconstruction and revitalization, 

returning evacuees to their homes as 

well as developing a sustainable 

community. Development has been 

ongoing with priority for early 

completion.



6 Industry 1. Agriculture  Ỉ

https://fukushima-pride.com/

4 29

4 25

55ᵼ7

Agricultural product exports

Transition of prices of major agricultural products and price differences 

from the national average

Number of countries or regions with import 

restrictions

55

7
Countries and regions imposing an import ban on a wide range of 

productsproduced in Fukushima (12Ÿ3) China, Hong Kong, Macao

The number of countries and regions restricting import of Fukushima products down to 7 from 55 in the aftermath of the nuclear accident. 

Exports exceeded pre-disaster levels, reaching the second highest export volume ever in FY2022. On the other hand, while the price of 

lyocally produced agricultural products of Fukushima generally shows signs of recovery, the price difference from the national averagehas 

not yet been restored for some items.

As of 26 Dec. 2023

Countries and regions imposing an import ban on some of the 
products produced in Fukushima (4Ÿ3) Korea, Taiwan, Russia

Countries and regions allowing import of foods only when inspection 
certificates are attachedṕ39Ÿ1) French Polynesia

Current 

Status 

https://fukushima-pride.com/
https://fukushima-pride.com/
https://fukushima-pride.com/


6 Industry 1. Agriculture ỉ

Strengthening distribution and 

sales  capabilities

Ẋ Strategic branding

Ẋ Expanding consumption and  

sales channels 

ẊEstablishing high-value-
added production areas  

ẊFukushima Model fisheries Ẋ Obtaining GAP and 

other certifications

Ẋ Research and development 
supporting production

Top sales for Fukushima-produced 

fruits and vegetables 

Production of  high-value-added 

products and branding through 

premium fresh shipping 

Efforts to dispel  harmful rumoursand 

build trust in producers 

Development of robot tractors to overcome 

labourshortages in evacuation areas

Improving the image and pricing of the 

prefecture's original varieties

ṕ*2Ṗ

Item
Number of 
Inspections

Number of cases 
exceeding 
the standard

Brown Rice 423 0

Vegetables& Fruit 1,484 0

Livestock products 1,058 0

Cultivated mushrooms 
& mountain plants 455 0

Fisheriesproducts
(Marine & cultivated 
products)

1,834 0

Wild mushrooms & 
mountain plants 374 0
Fisheriesproducts
  (River, lake, pond) 101 0

Period of not exceeding the standard
FY 

2011201220132014201520162017201820192020202120222023

2011201220132014201520162017201820192020202120222023

2011201220132014201520162017201820192020202120222023

2011201220132014201520162017201820192020202120222023

9 years straight 

11 years straight 

12 years straight 

2011201220132014201520162017201820192020202120222023

12 years straight 

The standard amount of radioactive cesium 
allowed in foodṕBecquerels/kgṖ

Japan ỐỠ USA CODEX

100 1,250 1,200 1,000

*2 International food standards

Original Fukushima variety 

"YuyakeBerry" 

Strengthening productivity and competitiveness 

ü Regaining the price of agricultural productsto the national average (Promoting branding of Fukushima products) 

ü Disseminating information about safety based on scientific evidence nationally and internationally 

ü Promoting "Fukushima Model of Fisheries" aimed at higher profits with less effort than before the disaster

ü Strengthening productivity and competitiveness by establishing high-value-added production areas, obtaining GAP and other 

certifications and development/demonstration of advanced technologies

Challenges

*1 While inspections of all grains of all bags had been implemented for brown rice throughout the prefecture, this practice  

transitioned to monitoring starting from the 2020 rice harvest, except for the 12 municipalities that were subject to 

evacuation orders. Currently, only 9 municipalities are conducting inspections of all grains of all bags, as the 2 

municipalities have transitioned to monitoring from the 2022 rice harvest and 1 municipality from the 2023 rice harvest. 

However, the aforementioned inspection figures exclude blanket inspections.

Monitoring inspections on Fukushimaôs agricultural, forestry and fisheries products for radioactive materials (1 Apr. 202331 Oct. 2023) 

Supporting the establishment of areas 

broadly developing high-value-added 

production

Ẋ Ensuring food safety and security  


