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Fukushima Prefecture s Five Rules for Safe Oycling

Let’ s use bicycles safely and prevent traffic accidents by observing traffic rules

in accordance with the Road Traffic Act and Fukushima Prefecture’ s Five Rules for Safe Cycling.
1 Cycling is allowed only on a roadway

and not allowed on a sidewalk except in some cases. m
Note that bicycles are considered to be vehicles. (2%&@5)
If a road is clearly divided into a sidewalk and a roadway,
you are required to cycle along the roadway.
(Penalty: up to 3 months imprisonment with forced labor or up to a fine up to 50, 000 yen )
Cycling on the sidewalk is allowed only in the following cases:
Oln the case that a traffic sign, etc. permits cycling on the sidewalk.
Oln the case that a cyclist is a elementary school pupil, an infant (a child
aged 12 or younger), an elderly person aged 70 or older, or a person with
physical disabilities.
Oln the case that traffic or roadway conditions make cycling on the sidewalk
unavoidable due to the ned to secure one’ s safety while cycling.

2 Keep left on the roadway Side strip on the left

You must keep left when cycling on the road. side of the road
Except in the case when you might hinder § S o 3

pedestrians walking on the side strip,
you are only allowed to cycle along the side strip \
on the left of the road. (Penalty: up to 3 months imprisonment

with forced labor or a fine up to 50,000 yen)

3 Give wa?( to pedestrians on the sidewalk
and cycle slowly on the side of the roadway

When you cycle along the sidewalk,
you must go slowlyalong the side with the roadway.
If you are likely to hinder a pedestrian waIklng by,
you musttemporarily stop cycling. :
(Penalty: a fine up to 20,000 yen or petty fines)

J ,v‘? ===
4 Observe safety rules and manners A D
’F"‘;’ No stopping side strip
OProhibition of drunk driving -

(Penalty: up to 5 years imprisonment with forced labor or up to100 million yen in fines)
ORiding in tandem (Penalty up to 50,000 yen in fines)
OProhibition of riding in parallel (Penalty: up to 20,000 yen |n fines or petty fines)
OKeep your bicycle visible with reflectors

and lights at night. (Penalty: up to 50,000 yen in fines)
(OObserve traffic signals, and stop temporarily

to make sure it is safe at intersections, l o vV ¥

(Penalty: up to 3 months imprisonment with forced labor or up to 50,000 yen in flnes)
Olt is forbidden to use a cellphone, headphones or hold an umbrella while

cycling. (Penalty: up to 50,000 yen in fines) Ty

5 Wear a helmet to reduce the damage Os,\«)

Fukushima Prefecture Traffic Safety Council
is urging all cyclists to wear helmets while cycling.

Fukushima Prefectural Government,
Fukushima Prefecture Traffic Safety Council
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