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Branding the New Variety of Strawberry:

An Approach Based on Consumer Behavior Analyses*

Shin-ichi HANGUI

Abstract

In order to respond to the maturing of the market of strawberries, each region has been
breeding new varieties of strawberries in prefectural basis, and we have started to see competi-
tions among varieties. The purpose of this work is to analyze branding mechanism of new variet-
ies and assorting types of production region strategies they could take are expected to contrib-
ute to creating strategies of new varieties of the later-launched production regions.

In conclusion, there are needs among consumers to be able to select by varieties, and some have
tendency to select locally produced varieties. For the later-launched production regions with
relatively smaller growing areas, it is effective to license other prefecture to increase the market
share, but in that case, the names of varieties indicative of the name of the original region are
not suitable. The favorable attitude formation towards varieties enhances the purchase inten-
tions in consumers’ behaviors, and the locally oriented mind as part of the commitment, and
variety seeking as part of the searching purchase influence on this attitude formation. As the
latter is more influential, however, it is more effective to pursue variety seeking in marketing

promotion.

Keywords: strawberry, variety, brand, consumer behavior
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